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By 1XNALD J. LtTCEXGE 
01 the rmuDLrp:d:h Sbfl 
LAST IN A SERIES ' 

U might have been a cotter cl 
priorities between solving a rr.ur<I_r Lrd 
prosecuting a massive Internal lena) 
(mud that prompted the Federal Derceu 
ol Invest ‘gallon to apparently withheld 
critical iLiOrmatico la the 1370 bombing 
cl Phillip J. Luder, a telephone company 
executive. sources told the Pcst-Bls- 
patch. 

Two swindlers who feared for their 
lives tc!d the Pcst-Elspatcb that they 
consulted the FBI within C3 hcun ihzr 
the Luder bombing because they had 
been giving ike agency lnfcrmntlca 
about cdUmilhondcJtar frauds In which 
. they had participated. They said they 
met secretly to Forest Park with an 

''■MMl • #* I I (f 

They said they tc!d agent Edward 
. Kennedy, with when they ted been 
dealing, that they had Just swindled a 
New Orleans gambler. Santo J. DIFatta, 
cow a srpea b the Luder killing, out cl 
£30,000 In a phony torn commitment 
scheme. Thry said that he was threaten- 
ing them if they did cot return his 
r.cr.ry. They said they told Kennedy 
. they bcUcvod that the bomb to meant 
for cne cf them or for their sttsrcr/, and 
‘ not for Lucid. ... 

But the FBI epparcctly did cot for- 
ward the bfcrmatmn to tavertigntrm' of 
r the Luder til tog and they dto pot -ham 
cl the possible r^poct and the 



gotten speculated that tho FBI withheld . 
the Information txeuse to disclose exig- 
ence ot the frauds as a possible motive 
fer the mlr'ekcn identity killing ct 
Luster prematurely might have dam- 

cgcJ the r 01 Investigation of tho frauds. 

• » 

The FBI ct the time was Involved b a 
' ridmprtad bvestigaticn of the Dank cf 
Sark end related frauds that covered the 
glsbe. Seme cf the frauds involved the 

* calldtatton cf ftders funs by tho erliw 
■ diera for obtaining loans from fictitious 

* banks, tike the Bank cf Sark on the Isle * 

• c! Sark b the English Channel. 

k The DiFaiU swindle had Its tends Li 
’ the Bank c! Saik fraud to that DiFalta , 
. v received toon commitments from one of 

* • • • . . -»-**•**'• -‘J* -i ‘H- •* 7 
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the phony companies used by the P*rA 
cf Saik mtiienrdnd, Phillip M. WHsca, a 
former St. Lcuson new :;rvtng a prison 
sentence. 

Harlan C. Phillips, special egent to 
charge of the Si. lxuls FBI cliice, told 
the fet-Dlrpatcb that Kennedy did cot 
meet with the cartodicn to Fcrest Paik 
within <3 hcun cf the Luctor tflli-g. He 
said that to Infer that the FU1 or 
Kennedy had withheld vtul Information 
was Inaccurate. He cald also that the 
FBI did net have primary jurisdiction to 
the bombing. / \ • • 

“To say that we deliberately withheld 
information certainly Is col true,” Phil- 
lips said. "If we come across toforma- 
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DCuve to five yetis uhea It was ilmost 
too tote to todral prxccuLm. 

Sruces tovcvbd to l he Lecln tovusi!- 



lion that we think is helpful to another 
agency, cur policy is to Cmcmtoaie that 
tnlcrmition cs cpdtiiy as petrthie.'* 

. Phillips said the two swindlers had 
been furnishing information to Kennedy 
. and that he had talked to them on 
several oerariem. 

He continued that at a meeting with 
Kennedy about 10 months after the 
Lcder tombing, the swindlers did give 
the agent come information about the 
swindle cf DIFatta. 

- "They did furnish some information 
' about the bembtog, but it was not all that 
apecific cr direct,” Phillips said. “Noth. 
. tog o! any significance was discussed. 

Fm confident that the tofornitioo about 
^ A p \ See LUCKER, Page S . 
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;■> DiFntta wzs widely form” 

* The tiro swindlers, cne « University 
City accountant end lie other • Chester- 
field financial consultant, e greed to co- 
operate with the Poct-Dtepatcb in return 
for anonymity. They said they feared for 
*%• thrir safety. 

I * The fintncial consultant told the Pnst- 
Cj Dispatch that on the day cf the Luder 
3 I bombing, DlFclta called him and said 
v; that (be bomb had been meant for cne cf 
the swindlers. , A 
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the Infoiraation to the FBI five years 
earlier. 

The new investigation led authorities 
to conclude lhat Luder was hilled 
because cf mistaken Identity and that the 
bomb night have been meant for 
Schwarti as a warning. Schwartz and 
Luder drove black automobiles having 
many similarities. ’* * 

Kennedy was Interviewed by Invest {gv 



The Investigators cay that it they had 
hod the Flil's Information shortly after 
the I.ucicr killing, their chances ol 
solving It would have been vastly Im- 
proved. 

The Information the two swindlers 
pave ihe FBI shortly after the bombing 
was especially critical because the Inves- 
tigators already had an eyewitness who 
to 1973 was to positively Identity DIFatta 
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I called Kennedy and said, *1 got a 
£ v problem/" the consultant said. "We met 
;C In Forest Park. 1 told him about DiFatU 






tors on Ee pi. 8, 1873, and he admitted as the nan he taw In Luder's car a few 
lhat he had interviewed the swindlers In r ; minutes before the bomb exploded, 
to Forest Fark on the day cf the bombing Even with the new information about 
• ' or ccuho next <toy. * *; »•’ ihe swindle, federal authorities were 

• Kennedy Is quoted as saying that one unable to f rv.recute. The federal statute 
.of the swindlers told him he believed that of limitations for bombing Is five yean, 

” -r> the bomb was meant for one of them and ‘ * ’ ‘ 4 • , . ■ t . 

that they were Iflfthtencd. Ho Mid he •' Government^ Information war 
waj oware lhat DIPstta had been tain- . riven to St. Louis County Prosecuting 
died cut ol tlM.CJO In cash and 1110,0.0 Attorney Ccuitncy Goodman Jr. for 
in collateral notes. ,V V prosecution Under the state's- murder 

. The accountant gave a similar state- . statutes. Thsre Is no state statute of 

> . * limitations f:r muider. , * 



v. . end that he was threatening us. He 
" >•’; (Kennedy) said, TU took into }L*" . »• ' 

%T i . The consultant said he recalled that 

-V- te^'llirSl^'l^Mnl^had dlt4 cul 01 fir ' WJ0 10 •«* t>WM w»niw« y ooooman jr. rcr Eol Ccxrfmin said ho would not go into 

SrtSlhK^ne^ tacaiS ^wa Md • In collateral note*. ; {> j ' prosecution .flnder Ihs stale's- murder - coun «rfih oddj Ilia that 

•U’ SSd nt£ ffi.» “ I ? ■ •««“««>* C»« n similar state- „ "r® ™ ““““ WF*«» •touted to the Post-Dlspa.ch 

‘ - The accountant tc'.d the Post-Dispatch that ho was a suspect In the Luder 

consult art were nrovtd- - Phullps said im$ stat. m.r.t attributed . Goodman said the Government offered killing, but denied emphatically that be 

.. - .. Lng IrJonaaLja to the FBI about various I.v V *’ N™ "W 1 rrjgtl reel" fie wld he h p d any knowledge of It. He said, "To 

. Trauds, IncHtog the P -nkcJSdrk. • • - Kcrncoy rt ps vttyj^Q mata. we j -jj cve j tk 8 icrviccs cf n Government the best cf my ability, I don’t recoil 

I ^^o Bdrcaa Tobacco"* Btlbnioy to help- prosecute mtshl aln tetog in St. Louis cn that day." He said 

^y # .Aixl .cf pi/u'-fiErk ap^&bfc'rnotl^pesjvd have fji-eu offered. * tv : - l- ba v.is here zhonljSAfterwanl 

» w^Teessw'/^apd the '/ede;al Organized - a j^ibl^surpectAiciTStlgaiQre Mcax.tj^-CGui^^nLMd^^stlU^d lhiJyUcicr ^ , His lav^- er ft the time cf the bci^btog, 

U <*%r ^nyr- llgityv,; ji An'ls framed V- • — ycd don’t ck in op a bocr.btng in the 
• ; liii" (he swindlers arid* ihdr attorney;** / ftrtt 4) hjuu,. yoj’vo got o lot of 
. * - Tbcodcre F. Schwartz, had offices to the, ‘ trouble," tr.a liw enforcement olflcinl 
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kcnfrhing fer co rre joT kUv^ cvld titct *r.d “ *hii utt^could nul lave lcco &TS t v Loiils' '• 
wiimssra. 



iincises. . , .. - : — . \ oa July 21 when Lucicr was killed. Gill 

"1 reod more hird evidence," ho said. * showed a reporter a typed time sheet 



Pierre Ladfde Building 77D1 Fom>7h ^ salJ. "Vrd doo’i havo much physical 



.t-~* Boulevard, Cltyion, where Lucler^ \n%" . cvidenct cs U is, because it is tlown tp •* iben Ml p.roce 
- ? killed. The swindlers cold investigators^ - ‘by the bomb. The lr?Jl gets cold pmty , Gosemacru eo« 
:- u ,*V GiFaijA crd said 4t#y bad givtfi - - I isl v - * k / - * W-0 rtur^co for t 



Wh«:n 1 ha\*e completed the Investlgi- 

rocced pcccrdihi,!y." w 

eo«rces udd there icfaK' 

tucccu Jo protccatica 
* 



Indicating that from iO a m. until 12:20 
^n. ikztdiy? DJFatta wisto hiscfBa* 
.iraedj^it tfrar Lad-tnade several tde* . 
pfcawtwu.^ 
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